Paxton and TCC

Requests come in all manner of deliveries. From the borrowed bar tab with the scribble on it, the business card with female’s contact details and ‘call me’ under the title of the song to the person who doesn’t seem to realise there’s an audience, stands directly in front of you while you’re mid-song trying to ask if you know this one or that one. I suppose also wondering why you’re not engaging in a conversation with them. This young lady waited till I had finished.
I was gigging in Rusacks in St Andrews and a young student female came over and asked if I knew any Tom Paxton songs. I did and she asked if I’d play one. I wondered if she had a preference but she didn’t so I sang ‘Last Thing On My Mind’, arguably his most famous. She headed on over again and said, “Thanks, Tom Paxton’s my dad.” I thought, “Yeah sure,” but rather than upset a customer I asked her name. Now I knew that Tom Paxton had written songs for his two daughters, one called Jennifer and the other, “Katy,” she replied. So she had me there, she was indeed Tom Paxton’s daughter. We chatted for a while and then later on I sang another Paxton number called ‘Has Annie Been In Tonight’ which deals with a difficult marital time. Although this was a sad and beautiful song to me it meant something much deeper to Katy as she sat with tears running down her cheeks. Bit thoughtless, lesson learned.
Many, many years later, at least twenty, I was sitting in Edinburgh talking to some Teacher’s Union reps in a hotel bar. We’d hit on music as common ground and were passing the evening reminiscing about songs and artistes. One of them mentioned Tom Paxton, how he was a fan and had seen him live a few times. I started to relate my story about Katy but had only mentioned St. Andrews and his daughter being there when he suddenly became very agitated and excited saying, “You’re him! You’re him!” I looked bemused and a trifle embarrassed as the rest of the patrons were looking over to see who was ‘him’.
He then told me that the last time he’d seen Tom Paxton perform, Paxton had introduced ‘Last Thing On My Mind’ with the story of my encounter with his daughter. The difference being that in his version Katy had asked me if I could sing any Traditional Folk songs and I’d sung his self-penned song. He was humbled by this accolade but said that I’d got it wrong. Then he performed it to much admiration and applause. I felt a little hard done by here as I liked the true version better. One day I hope to be in the audience when this intro is used so that I can stand up and say, “’Scuse me Mr Paxton sir, if I might just have your attention for a mo…”
I did marvel at just how strange fate can be. 

Of all the gin joints in all the world etc etc…. 
