Sir George Martin and TCC

Something I noticed while playing in Craigendarroch Country Club was that certain celebrities would show up one weekend and not long after an announcement would say they were being honoured with some gong or knighthood. I wondered if, once they had been chosen, they were then invited for tea at Balmoral along the road from the club when the Royal Family were in residence. Anyway, one night I was warbling away to a packed house when a familiar face walked in with his wife and sat down at the only free table directly in front of me. At the time he wasn’t a ‘Sir’ he was just plain George Martin. For those of you who come from another distant galaxy George Martin was the record producer who was behind the sound of the Beatles and many, many others. He was classically trained but given the task of getting a decent sound from four mop-heads, which I believe he did.
He sat quietly listening and eyeing my finger work on the guitar. Judy, his wife, sat with a sweet smile on her face the whole time she was there. As the night wore on and people were handing in requests George approached me and asked if I knew any Beatles songs, any one would do. Of course I did and my head went into a spin. Which one to choose? Which would he be fed up hearing? I reckoned on ditching the really over-exposed ones like ‘Yesterday’ and ended up singing ‘I’ve Just Seen A Face’. A smile, gentle applause, hands held up before his face but sadly no major recording contract. Maybe ‘Yesterday’ should’ve been it. Anyway I got a smile and a wave when they eventually were heading to their room with an extra final smile from Judy.
